LOOK GOOD • FEEL GOOD • PLAY BETTER

A Fundraising Campaign Supported by the HHS Band Boosters, Inc
to provide new uniforms for the Holt High School Marching Band
for the 2021 marching band season.

BACKGROUND
The award-winning Holt Ram Marching Band is one of the largest high school

marching bands in the State of Michigan with over 180 student performers each

year. The band is organized with students from 9th to 12th grades featuring every

marching band instrument, flag twirlers, majorettes, and three drum majors. Led by
Mr Michael Emerson, the marching band performs at every home football game

halftime to include its annual widely acclaimed light show, as well as, community

parades in Holt and Lansing, the Chelsea Marching Invitational, and periodic out-ofstate trips and parades.

“
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When the students look good,
they feel good, and perform better.

”

THE NEED: NEW UNIFORM CAMPAIGN
Every performance of the Holt Ram Marching
Band is exceptional especially their half time
shows which are precise and of the highest
quality. There are few weaknesses with one

exception. The current marching band uniforms
have been worn by nearly 5,000 students

during the past 25 years. Band uniforms are

typically made to last no more than 10 years,

but fortunately the High School Band Boosters
(HHS Band Boosters, Inc) have provided

significant management of the uniforms each
year to include inventory, maintenance, and

distribution. In spite of the strong support, the

current uniforms have reached a point where

appearance and maintenance are beyond the

capabilities of the volunteers who work countless
hours to ensure the Holt Ram Marching Band not
only sounds good but looks good.

NEW UNIFORM CAMPAIGN GOALS
The principal goal is to raise sufficient funding
to outfit 200 students with up to 60 additional

uniforms to accommodate a potential increase

in student participation, as well as, extra uniforms
for student size changes, major repairs, or other
issues. Each new uniform is approximately $385
inclusive excluding shoes which are purchased
separately by each participating student. The

total funding needed to meet this requirement
is $100,000. The Holt Public School District has
funded 50 per cent of the total cost with the

Boosters expected to match the School Board’s
commitment by the summer of 2021.
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NEW UNIFORM CAMPAIGN SOURCES
The HHS Band Boosters, Inc is a registered 501(C)(3) organization through its direct
affiliation with Parent Boosters USA. As a 501(C)(3), the Boosters can seek funding

support from Corporations and other philanthropic organizations, as well as, from
individuals who may wish to contribute on the basis of qualifying for a charitable

tax deduction depending on their personal IRS income tax situation. The HHS Band
Boosters, Inc has been raising money for a number of years and has up to $10,000

set aside in a uniform fund. The Boosters are also launching the 100X100 campaign
to raise $100 from 100 supporters.

Potential investor targets and funding goals include:

Holt Public Schools District						$50,000
HHS Band Boosters, Inc. Fund						$10,000
Corporations and Philanthropic Foundations			
$30,000
100x100 Uniform Campaign						$10,000
Total Projected Goal								$100,000
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RETURN ON INVESTMENT
Investing in the Holt Marching Band uniform campaign is not short term but

represents a commitment to the long-term sustainability of the award-winning
high school marching band program. Band is not an extracurricular activity.

Students who choose to participate in band are graded and receive credits toward
their high school graduation. Most students in the high school band began playing
their musical instrument in middle school and continued playing through their 7th
and 8th grade junior high school program.

Ask any student who is in the band why they got involved in music and they will

tell you that band has influenced their life greatly. Here are a few comments from
student performers:

“It’s a great experience and really helps you socially because of all the friends you

make and the time you have together through your band years. You get to do things

you normally might not be able to do like travel to places like Cincinnati or Cleveland

like we are doing next fall. It’s just a lot of fun to be in band and a great part of being in
school.”

ALEXANDRA GHANNAM

“Most of my friends are in the band so I find it to be a great way to work with all of them on something we
all have in common beyond school work. It’s fun and I enjoy the camaraderie of being with people who
have the same interest. I especially enjoy being in the marching band because of the challenges you

have along with the opportunities. Band may not be for everybody, but based on my experience, if sports
don’t fit you, try the band. It’s something you won’t regret.”

MICHAEL CROSSLAN

“Being in the band has been great since I first joined in 6th grade. I’ve made a lot of
friends, had a lot of fun, and while you may not always make the band you want at

the time, you just have to keep trying and most of all practice. It’s well worth the time
and very rewarding. Something I will always remember.”

SARAH HANLEY

“Don’t be afraid to get involved. Just go for it. Try it. My experience to-date has
been pretty positive.”

A’NYA CRUSOE
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FAST FACTS
•

The current uniform is over 26 years old.

•

Today’s marching band participants were not even born with many

•

Benchmarking shows that many schools change out uniforms every ten to

•

Between 180 and 200 students wear the marching uniform each year.

•

Over 4,500 students have proudly worn the current uniform in the past 25

•

The Holt Band Boosters maintains the uniforms on a volunteer basis

having older family members who wore them.

fifteen years-some more frequent.

years

involving distribution and intake handling for each event along with all
other maintenance requirements.

•

Maintenance of the uniforms after 25 years is increasingly difficult

including alterations, material wearing, frayed cuffs and hems, lost buttons
and other issues related to their age.
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SUPPORTING MARCHING FORWARD 2021
Organizations or individuals that support the Holt High School Marching Band

new uniform fundraising campaign are making an investment in today’s student

performers and for thousands more who will follow in the years to come. In addition
to potential IRS implications, appropriate recognition will be offered to those who
invest in the following manner:

DIRECTOR

$10,000+

Logo or name placed on the Holt Band Boosters Inc. website, name of organization
or individual announced as major sponsor before band halftime performances,

and other major events as available, sponsorship signage in the band seating area

at high school football games, logo or name placement in programs or other event
material for a period of five years.

DRUM MAJOR

$1,000 - $10,000

Logo or name placed on the Holt Band Boosters Inc. website, sponsorship signage

in the band seating area at high school football games, logo or name placement in
programs or other event material for a period of three years.

SECTION LEADER

$500 - $1,000

Logo or name placed on the Holt Band Boosters Inc. website, logo or name
placement in programs or other event material for a period of three years.

PERFORMER

$100 - $500

Logo or name placed on the Holt Band Boosters Inc. website for a period of three
years.

Your logo will be placed on our website at:

www.HOLTBANDBOOSTERS.com
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